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into his black book and tell them the destiny of the Lady of
the Vase. The Master of the Yin Yang opened his secret book
and said: "This was the hour of the Ox on a Ping Tzu day.
If the departed goes to Heaven, she will go to the Palace of
the Precious Vase, but if to the world again, then to the land
of Ch'i. In a former existence she was born as a man named
Wang in Pin-chou. As this man she killed a ewe with child,
and, for that reason, her animal was the sheep. Though she
married a rich man, she suffered much from illness and the
backbitings of others. Her child lived for a very short time,
and she has died from a combination of disease and anger.
Nine days ago her soul went to a family named Yuan in K'ai-
feng Fu to be reborn as a girl. There she will suffer poverty,
but, when she is twenty years old, she will marry a rich man,
much older than herself. She will have an easy life and die
when she is forty-two, again as the result of anger." He ended
his reading of the black book* The ladies all sighed.
The Moon Lady inquired what would be a suitable day for
the funeral. Hsu asked how long they wished to keep the
body at the house.	•
"I cannot let her go yet," Hsi-mSn Ch'ing said, crying.
"She must not be buried for thirty-five days, at least."
"If you keep her thirty-five days," Hsu said, "there will
be no day suitable. But after twenty-eight days there is one.
I suggest that you have her grave dug about noon on the
eighth day of the tenth month and bury her on the twelfth,
about the hour of two. Both those days are suitable from every
point of view."
"Very well," Hsi-men said, "we will have the funeral on
the twelfth day of the tenth month."
The Master of the Yin Yang wrote out his certificate and
placed it on the dead woman's body. Then he said to Hsi-men
Ch'ing: "About the hour of the Dragon1 on the nineteenth,
we will put her in her coffin. Please have everything ready."
Then he went away. It was now broad daylight.
Hsi-mSn Ch'ing told Ch'i T'ung to get a horse and ride
to tell Uncle Hua. Then he sent servants in all directions to
give the news to his relatives, and a man to the office to ask
for leave of absence. He sent Tai An to Lion Street for twenty
1 8 a.m.

